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GIFFORD-MITCHELL FAMILIES 


Dedicated 
to the Descendants of 


Giles Jacob and Mary Jane Mitchell Gifford 


As the Gifford name implies 
May this record be like a "River Crossing" 
in the current of life, where gifts of a 
Cherished Heritage 
are exchanged for a rededication to 
tasks that lie ahead, 


Compiled 


by 


Harriet Casebeer and Amy Casebeer 
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GIFFORD ANCESTRY AND HISTORY 
EARLY HISTORY AND ANCESTRY 


The name Gifford is of English origin and means *River-cross- 
ing where gifts are exchanged", 

"Their seal was three lions in a pale (enclosure) this being 
the (coat-of) arms of the Giffords, 

At the Battle of Hastings, 1066, William the Conqueror grant- 
ed a Walter Gifford, Earl of Longueville, Normandy, the title of 
Earl of Buckingham and some land, for gallant services. (H. E.) 


WILLIAM GIFFORD (I) 
be. in England about 1625 


d. Dec, 21, 1687 at Sandwich, Mass, Will recorded 1687/8, 
"of the towne of Sandwich in New England", 


me (1) 
(2) Mary Mills, d, Feb. 10, 1734 
Children$ 
1. John, died 1708 Me Elishua Crowell 
2. Patience m. Oct. 19, 1665 Richard Kirby 
Children: Temperance, John, Robert, Experience, and Sarah 
3, Hananiah : Me Elizabeth 
ber Stain. 2656 my C2} 
+2 Lydia Hatch 
<copher, be 1658 me (1 
d. Nov. 1748 (2) Meribah 
“horte be. 1660 mn, tt) Sarah Wing 
d. 1730 (Wl.) (2) Elizabeth 
ary 
x, Jonathan, b. May 4, 1684 Me Lydia 
d. Feb. 10, 1734/5 
©, James, b. Mar. 10, 1685/6 Me Deborah Lewis 


Gy Oct, 20, 1734 
In his will, he mentioned, "I give five pounds to be improved 
Sor the use and service of truth by my friends in Sandwich, called 
Quakers", (W1.) , 
William (I) was a member of the Grand Inquest of Plymouth in 
1650, From 1665 to 1670, he and fellow members endangered their 
lives to organize the Quaker Community of Monmouth, N. J. (H. E.) 


William. Gifford II, son of William Gifford (I) 


b. ath ds 1738, Falmouth, Mass, Will proved: Oct. 22, 1739 
Me 
(2) Lydia Hatch, June 21, 1711. b, Jan. 15, 1684. 
Daughter of Joseph and Amy Allen Hatch 
Childrens 
1. Gideon, b. Oct. 6, 1676 Me Mehitable Jenney 
2.*Gerghom, b. June 10, 1679 meAuge 11, 1704 Deborah Bowerman 
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3. Seth, b. Mar. 17, 1681 
4, Experience, be. Oct. 1685 me May 23, 1710 John Wing 
5. Jabez, be Feb. 7, 1686/7 me Nov. 1716 Dinah Sheldon 
d. 1761 Dutchess Co., Ne Ye 
6. lichitable, b. July 7, 1689 m. Mar. 24, 1712/3 Samuel Willis 
de Jan. 16,. 1782 
7. Justice, b, Oct. 12, 1691 m Jan. 4, 1715/6 Ruth Gifford 
d. 1739 Falmouth, Mass, 
8. Mary, be May 25, 1694 m. April 6, 1724 Isaac Willis 
de Apr. 28; Dale 
%. Tannah, be. Oct. 24, 1696 m, Sept. 14, 1732 Obadiah Butler 
LO». Wiidbiamy Be Fede 164-1699... mm Mary Dillingham 
ll. Temperance, b. Dec. 17, 1701 


lz, Amy, be Avge. 5, 1713 Me Oct. 25, 1733 Humphrey Harrison 
13. Silas, b. June 30, 1715 mi Oct. 22, 1738 Elizabeth Weeks 
d. 1761, Falmouth, Mass, 

14. Nathan, b. Jan. 25, 1717 mi Jan, 12, 1739 Mercy Weeks 

15. Meltiah, b. May 4, 1719 mi Jan, 22, 1737/8 Hannah Claghorn 
ne G0 Dec. 75 1743 Sarah Bowerman 

16, Save, bs Sept. 17, 1725 mi Feb. 13, 1747/8 Ichabod Perry 

17. Joseph, b. July 28, 1728 Me Zerviah 


d. April 30, 1775, Falmouth, Mass. 
Gershom Gifford (III), son of William Gifford (II) 


b. 10 June 1679 (F) 
m. 11 Aug. 1704 (F) To Deborah Bowerman, daughter of Thomas 
Bowerman 
Gershom was a large landowner in Falmouth, Mass. Barnstable 

Co. 

Childrens 

1, Benjamin m. Portsmouth 6 Dec. 1731 
({iientioned in Vol, 18, p. 122 Mayflower Descendants) Mary Lawton 

2. Elizabeth, d. Dutchess Co. me Rochester, Mass. 18 Jan. 1734/5 


New York Jedediah Wing 
(Mentioned in Mayflower Descendants Vol. 17, pe 136) 
3e*Joseph, b. Oct. 19, 1711 mi 22 Oct. 1737 (L) Content Irish 


(Dom) (2) 2 July 1761 Hannah Howland 

—n Joseph Gifford's marriage to Hannah Howland, the names of 

his parents; Gershom and Deborah are named in the marriage record. 

Gershom Gifford and family lived in Agawam, Town of Plymouth, 
Piyymouth Cos at least from 1731-1737. 


Joseph Gifford (IV) 
son of Gershom (III) and Deborah (Bowman) Gifford 


b. Octe 19, 1911 ds. 23 Oct. 1810 (N) 
mi (1) 22 Oct. 1737 (L) to Content Irish, daughter of David and 
Martha Irish, b. Sept. 3, 1718. 
(2) 2 July 1761 Hannah Howland, daughter of John and Mary (Cook) 
Howland. b. Auge. 1715 (D) 
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Childrens 


1. Deborah, d. 1809 (D) pm 24 Mar. 1762 
Ignatius Dillingham 
2. Ruth (D) pm 23 Mar. John Dillingham 


p 
3. David, be 1742 d. 14 Feb.1826(D) mi 16 Mar. 1771 
Hannah (Gifford) Shephard 


4e*Joseph, be. 12 Feb, 1751 (D) pm 14 Feb. 1771 
de 2 Auge, 1807 at Mattapoi- (1) Hannah Winslow 
sett, Mass. (2) W pm 27 Aug, 1795 Elizabeth Gifford 
5. Content, b.. Apr.. 1753 D) pm 9 May 1770 Caleb Russell 


6, Elizabeth, b. April 1760 

The marriage records of this family all name Joseph as their 
father, As indicated, the parents names are given in the marriage 
recordse : 


Joseph Gifford (V) 
son of Joseph (IV) and Irish (Content) Gifford 


be. Feb. 12, 1751 d. Aug. 2, 1807 at Mattapoisett, Mass. 
m, (1) Hannah Winslow, Piiciter of Edward and Abigail Winslow) 
Feb, 14, 1771 
(2) Elizabeth Gifford, (Daughter of Isaac and Mary Cornell 
Gifford) Aug. 27, 1795 


Childrens 

1, Rufus b, Mar. 8, 1772 (R) pm Oct. 8, 1795 Ruth Sherman 

2, Stephen b. Nov, 21, 1773 (N) pm July 6, 1797 Sarah Tripp 
~ ad, Nov. 15, 1847 


3.*Abranam b. Mar. 19, 1776 (N) pm Aug. 22, 1799 Lucy Shermar 
1. “c83nh bi Mar. 22, 1779 
de Got « 29; 1795 


orl Bs “Jane Gly LIB (Pembroke pm) Jan. 11, 1804 
da. July 11, 1853 Sarah Rogers 
acrah by. July. 15; 1783 (D) pm Mar, 18, 1805 
dy, Apr. 19, 1864 Barnabas Holloway 
wrince bs Jans 6, 1785 (D) pm May 21, 1811 
| ds May; 1844 Patience Gifford 
» John Warren bs. Oct. 16, 1788 (W) pm Nov, 3, 1811 
d. Jan. 21, 1866 Barbara Howland Gifford 


Abraham (VI) Gifford 
son of Joseph (V) and Hannah (Winslow) Gifford 


bs 19 Mar., 1776, Dartmouth, Mass, d, in N, Y. 
me 22 Aug. 1799 at New Bedford, Mass. to Lucy Sherman, daughter of 
John ety Experience Sherman of Rochester, Mass. 
Children: 
1.*Joseph A., be 1800 
at New Bedford, Mass.m, Sylvia Cornish Jenney, dau. of 
John and Catherine Davis Jenney 
They moved to Greenwich Station, Huron Co, 0. in 1831, then re- 
moved to Williams Co., Ohio, 
2e John S, moved to Calhoun Co., Mich, 
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3. Deborah moved to Greenwich Station, Huron Co., Ohio 


4. Sophia 
5, Elizabeth Me Bartlett 
6. Humphrey moved to Huron Co, m. Jane Jenney 


Greenwich Station, Ohio 
Children: Sarah, Katherine, and Lide 

7. Abraham 

8, Giles ce 

¢, isajah, b, Jan, 12, 1812, at Easton, N, Y. moved to Barney 
CO. 3 hiich, 

10, Sarah Me Eli Barney 
Children: Giles and George 

li, udward Ripley moved to Greenwich Station, Huron Co,, Ohio 

ee Lucy 

13. Hannah 

Abraham and Lucy Sherman Gifford moved from New Bedford, Mass. 
to North Collins, Erie Co., N. Ys for permanent settlement, making 
temporary abodes, en route. First they moved to Nine Partners, 
with the infant son, Joseph A,, in Sept, 1800, Then, in April, 
1801, they removed to New Brittain, Conn, In July, 1804, Abraham 
and Lucy had gone from Hudson, Dutchess Co,, N. Y. to Easton (an 
old Holland Purchase). Their children were Joseph A., John, 
Deborah, Sophia, and Elizabeth. The family then removed to Pel- 
ham (another Holland Purchase), May, 1813. By this time, Humph- 
rey, Abraham, Giles, and Micajah had been born into the family. 
Micajah was born Jan, 12, 1812, at Easton, N. Y. 

Before arriving at his permanent home, Abraham bought 217 A. 
in North Collins, N. Y., for $488,00 in 1810. Then, in 1819, he 
purchased 210 A, (Lot 60 in north part, 110 A., and lot 61 in 
south party 1OOA.) 


Joseph A, Gifford (VII) 
son of Abraham (vz) and Lucy (Sherman) Gifford 


b. 1800, in New Bedford, Mass. d. 1864, in Ohio 
Listed in 1860 census, in Springfield Twp., Williams Co. 

, Svivta Cornish Jenney, daughter of John and Catherine (Davis) 
©o..cy, Sylvia was be 24 Jan., 1805 in Fairhaven, Mass. d. 25 
_.. .. 68 (gs) in Kansas. She was buried in Prairie Grove Cemet- 
cr in Cottonwood Falls, Kansas. 
screen? 

1, Giles Jacob (1) be Sept. 23, 1825, at Collins, Erie Co., N. Yu 
Z> miles south of Buffalo. d. 8 Oct., 1872, in Livingston Co., 
liog Married Mary Jane Mitchell, Both Giles J. and Mary Jane | 
(Mitchell) Gifford are buried in Ward Cemetery, near Farmersville, 
Moe 


2e Sylvia Ann Me John Deolittle 
sae Charles 
4. John Je, be 1832 d. & Mar, 1869 m, Amanda 


5. Obadiah, d. in infancy 
6, Jane, de Nov. 15, 1875 mM, 1263 Joshua Shipman 
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7. Elizabeth, b. 1840 

8. Sarah Je, be 1842 
9. Joseph Bey be. 1845 Buried at Cottonwood Falls, Kansas 
10, Benjamin, b, 1848 Buried at Cottonwood Falls, Kansas 
(2) Sylvia Ann Doolittle m. John Doolittle and was mother of nine 
children, The two who survived were Harriet, d. 1958, who married 
Dr. Charles McKinley, and Harmon Doolittle of Cottonwood Falls a 
Strong City, Banker who died in recent years. Harmon m, Iiay Jones 
had one son, Dudley, Jr. Doolittle, He married Zula McQuillen, 
d. 1945, They had two children: Dudley, Jr. and Beverly. Dudley 
Jr. me Dorothy Dietrich, Beverly is married; lives in Califormia, 
Their father, Dudley, Sr. was a public speaker, member of State 
Board of Regents, President of Emporia College, and President of 
Strong City Bank, Died Nov, 14, 1957. 
(4) John Gifford m, Amanda. For a short time prior to 1869 they 
lived where Farmersville, Mo, is now located, In a letter dated 
April 28, 1869, written to Giles Gifford, Grassy Creek, Livingston 
Co.; iog Amanda wrote: "Dear Friends and All, 'I thought I had 
seen trouble before but I was happy and did not realize it, Dear 
John (Gifford) died the 8th day of March and we were not expecting 
it. JI am at Shipman's now but will go back to Wichita for awhile.' 
Signed: manda Gifford" 
(6) dene (Jenney) m, Joshua Shipman in 1863 d. Nov. 15, 1875. 
fav ov “Annie Maud Shipman m, Aug. 23, 1893 Louis Frey. Child- 
ro* ue son, Frank S, Frey m. Feb, 18, 1920 Hazel Taldington. 
Childrcons Two daughters. 

Sstch of Joseph A, Gifford and wife, Sylvia (Jenney) Gifford 

I:: conversation with Sylvia (Gifford) Casebeer (5) many years 
c-o, this sketch of her grandparents was recorded: "Joseph Gifford 
and his wife were Quakers, They lived in New York (State) until 
the eldest son, Giles, was six years old, Then the family moved 
to Huron Co,, Ohio, Joseph was a farmer and extremely honest. 
When wheat prices were higher’ than he thought they should be, he 
would not take the high price, even though the family was large 
and poor, He died in 1864", 

Sylvia Jenney Gifford at age 63 was a beautiful woman with 
brown hair and very dark brown eyes, She was making a journey to 
Kansas in a buffalo wagon. (Similar to a delivery wagon with less 
box.) She was sitting in a rocking chair in the back of the wagon 
when the chair pitched backward. This blow on the back of her 
head caused her death a few years later, 
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JENNEY ANCPSUNY AND HISTORY 


The parents of Sylvia Cornish Jenney, John and Catharine 
(Davis) Jenney, had the following childrens 


1. Obadiah, b. April 26, 1794 nm. Hester Paul 
2e Sally, b. May 13, 1796 me Nove 7, 1824 Ebenezer Wing 
3. 'lordecai W, 

4, Barsheba Me E. L. Salisbury 
5 Elizabeth Me Joseph Bartlett 
6. Sylvia Cornish, b. 1805 Me Joseph A, Gifford 

d. 1868 

7. Jane Me Humphrey Gifford 
8. Benjamin, Resided in Montcalm Co,, Mich. 

9, Mary, practicing physician m, Benjamin Watson 

went to Kansas 

10, Abraham D,, b. May 19, 1813 m. Sally Ann Griffin 


be in Ns Y. They settled in Huron Co,.;, Mich. 


The John Jenney Family is of Mayflower Descent through the 
line of Richard Warren, who came to America in 1620. 

In 1623, John and Sarah Carey Jenney and three children came 
on the Little James Ship, as Pilgrims to Plymouth from Holland. 
cy Lirst went to Leyden, Holland, from England, and from thence 
~emoved to Rotterdam. In America, John Jenney erected a grist 
rill on a brook at Plymouth. In 1639, John belonged to the Gover- 
-cr's Council, and was a representative in 1641. He and his son, 
vauel were listed as able to bear arms in 1643. 

Samuel served in Lieut. Holmes Co, in 1635 against the Pequot 
a He was surveyor of highways in 1657 and constable in 

502? « 

Samuel (II) married Ann Lettice, daughter of Thomas Lettice,. 
Samuel and Ann (Lettice) Jenney's son, Lettice (III) married 
Jesire Blackwell, grand-daughter of Richard Warren of the Mayflow- 
er Voyage. 

Cornelius Jenney (IV) married Elizabeth Tobey. Benjamin (V) 
Jennhey married Barsheba Bassett. John (VI) Jenney married 
Catharine Davis Jenney. (BCW) Sylvia Cornish Jenney (VII) married 
Joseph A, Gifford. 

The name Jenney is of French origin, spelled Jenne and comes 
from Jeanne, feminine for John, which means "The gracious gift of 
God", The Jenney Family left France and settled in England during 
the twelfth (12th) century. (Hd) 
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DAVES FAMILY A..Ci3TRY AND HISTORY 


The Davis family was from Wales, Their name is the Welsh 
form of Javid, which means, "Beloved of the Lord", 

The Davis coat-of-arms is "a chevron between three silver 
boars' heads, on a red shield; the crest is a boar standing upon 
a red hat with a turned-up ermine brim", 

Their coat-of-arms motto is: "Under the guidance of valor, 
accompanied by good fortune", (MS) 

_.. William (I) Davis, b. 1617 in Wales, came to Salem, Mass, in 
1535. Settled at Roxbury, Mass., and is mentioned as William 
Javis of Roxbury. Was there in 1643, d. Dec. 9, 1683. m. (1) 
Elizabeth » de 1658. m. (2) Alice Thorp 1658 d. Dec. 24, 
1667, me (3) Jane, ds May 12, 1714. William had fifteen child- 
rene 

John (II) Davis, b. Oct. 1, 1643 d. Mar. 16, 1704/5 
me Mary (Marie) Devotion, Feb. 5, 1667. She d. Jan. 12, 1683, 

William (III) Davis, son of John and Mary (Devotion) Davis, 
was bs Aug, Il, 1673, d. Jan. 23, 1708. wm. Charity » in 
his father's will dated Feb. 20, 1704/5 William received the 
homestead and land. (R) 

In correspondence with Elmina Gifford Ware (3), many years 
ago, she stated that Jefferson Davis of the Southern Confederacy 
was a cousin of the family. There is evidence (though not proof } 
that this common kinship centers around John and Mary (Marie) 
(Devotion) Davis. 

Deacon John (IV) Davis, son of William and Charity Davis, 
was born Sept. 17, 1701. He married Sarah Weld, daughter of John 
and Sarah Weld, on April 7, 1737. Sarah (Weld) Davis was born 
Nov. 22, 1713. 

Nathaniel (V) Davis, son of Deacon John and Sarah Weld Davis 
was be. Oct. 26, 1741, m, Lydia Richards, Oct. 15, 1761. 

Catherine (VI) Davis, daughter of Nathaniel and Lydia 
Richards Davis, married John Jenney, Dec. 22, 1794 at New Bedford, 
Mass. John Jenney and Catherine Davis were the parents of Sylvia 
Cornish Jenney,. 
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MITCHELL-GRANT ANCESTRY 


Matthew (I) Mitchell was born in England, about 1590. He 
married Susan Butterfield, England, (JMS) He sailed from Bristol, 
England in May 23, 1635 and arrived in Boston, He removed to 
Saybrook, Conn, in 1636, and from there went to Weathersfield, 
‘Conn, He d, in Conn, in 1645. 

David (II) Mitchell, bpt, 1619, son of Matthew and Susan 
(Butterfield) Mitchell, was born in England; settled in Strat- 
ford, Conn, 1656. Married Sarah Wheeler, daughter of Thomas Wheel- 
er, of Milford, Conn, 

John (IIT} Mitchell, son of David, b. in 1654 and lived in 
Woodbury, Conn, He married Elizabeth Knell, d. Jan. 3, 1732. 
Elizabeth d. in 1730, 

Lieut, John (IV) Mitchell (Son of John) bpt. 1688/9 m, 
Elizabeth Curtis, Jan. 17, 1717. She d. May 14, 1738. m. (2) 
Mary » Lieut. Mitchell d, April 22, 1748. 

Capte Ashabel (V) Mitchell, son of John, be. Oct. 6; 1723, 
lived in Woodbury, Conn. de May 1, 1797. m. Olive Root, Jan. 21, 
WhTs Olives de Oct. 1.01813. 

Reuben (VI) Mitchell, son of Ashabel, bpt. Dec. 25, 1748 
m. Susannah Judson, b. Aug. 30, 1750 d. Feb. 23, 1817. Reuben, 
d. Nov, 9, 1822. 

Revben (VII) Mitchell, son of Reuben, lst census 1790 shows 
him living in Woodbury, Conn, with wife and five children. 
| Reuben (VIII) Mitchell, son of Reuben, b. about 1795 m. Ann 
(S3rean) “rant, dau. of Noah Grant and 2nd wife; Rachel Kelly 

74 Directory of Buffalo, Ne Y. 1828 shows that Reuben (VIilI) 

\rci Susan were of Buffalo. Ann Susan kept a rooming house in 

34; Reuben was listed, engineer, 

‘ary Jane Mitchell was a daughter of Ann Susan (Grant) Mit- 
ec iall and Reuben Mitchell. Her father was a sea captain who with 
_.$ ship was lost in a storm on Lake Erie, Mary Jane was orphaned 
ac the age of fourteen years and lived with aunts until she was 
-arried, She had a brother, William and a sister, Susan. Mary 
Jane's father, Reuben, had four brothers; (1) Hezekiah; propriet- 
or of H, Mitchell wagon, Racine, Wise; (2) Jacob Sutton, received 
ai A, Be Degree from Michigan University in 1846; (3) James, was 
ces ae a teacher's certificate in Crawford Co., dnio, 18393 and 

4) MoseSe 

The name Mitchell is a form of the name Michael, and means 
"One of the Archangels". | 

The coat-of-arms: On a black shield a golden band between 
three diamond-shaped figures also of gold, The shield within a 
chequered border of black and gold, The crest is a stalk of wheat 
with three ears. Motto: In Latin (Sapiens qui assiduous) means 
"He is wise who is assiduous", 

Ann Susan (Grant) Mitchell, mother of Mary Jane Mitchell, was 
an own aunt of General (and President) U. S. Grant. Ann Susan and 
Jesse Root Grant were the children of Noah and Rachel (Kelly) Grant. 
Jesse Root Grant was the father of General Grant, Mary Jane Mit- 
chell and General U. S. Grant were first cousins, 
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GRANT ANCESTRY AND HISTORY 


Matthew (I) Grant, b. in England, Oct. 27, 1601, son of Matt- 
hew Grant of London, d. Windsor, Conn, Dec. 16, 1681. m. Priscilla 
in England, Nov. 16, 1626, Matthew, Priscilla, and little dau., 
Priscilla came to America on the ship, Mary and John, in 1630 and 
settled in Dorchester, Mass. In 1635, he removed to Windsor, Conn, 
where he was Town Clerk for many years. Priscilla, his wife, d. 
adie 2, 1644. He m, (2) Susanna (Capen) Rockwell, May 29, 1645. 
~athew Grant was of Scotch descent. 


Childrens 
ig Priscilla, be England Me Michael Humphrey 
me vanuel, be. Dorchester, Mass. m. Mary Porter 


Nov, 12, 1631 
3. Tahan, b. Dorchester, Mass. m. Jan. 22, 1633/4 Hannah Palmer 
Feb. 3, 1633/4 ad. Windsor, Conn. May 30, 1693 
i. Matthew, d. Windsor, Conn, Sept. 10, 1693 
5. John, b. Windsor, Conn, Sept. 30, 1642 

Samuel (II), son of Matthew and Priscilla Grant, b. Nov. 12, 
1631, at Dorchester, Mass. d. Sept. 10, 1718 m, Marv Porter; (of 
England) May 27, 1638. 

Samuel (III), son of Samuel, b. Windsor, Conn. Apr. 20, 1659 
d. May 8, 1710 m, (1) Anna Felley, Dec. 6, 1683 m. (2) Grace Minor 
Apr. 11, 1688. He was a carpenter and owned a sawmill, 

Noah (IV), son of Samuel and Grace (Minor) Grant, was b, Dec. 
16, 1693, in Tolland, Conn. d, on scouting trip in French and Ind- 
ian War, 1756 m July 12, 1718, Susannah Delano. Noah Grant served 
in the French and Indian War at Lake George, Was a Lieutenant in 
1755 and Captain in 1756. He was on a scouting trip in 1756, from 
which he never returned. 

Noah (V) Grant, son of Capt. Noah Grant, was b. in Tolland 
Conn, June 20, 1748. d. Maysville, Kentucky, Feb. 14, 1819. m. (tr) 
1775, Anna Buell Richardson, b. Aug. 17, 1738 d, 1819. m (2) 
Rachel Kelly, in W. Pennsylvania, (Where he had moved with his 
boys in 1790); Noah and Rachel Kelly were married Mar. 4, 1792. By 
this marriage, there were seven children: a daughter, Susan, call- 
<, Ary, the oldest; the second, a son, Jesse Root Grant, the fath- 
up of Goneral U, S. Grant. Noah Grant was Lieutenant in the Battle 
ov. Lexington and served throughout the whole Revolutionary War. 

Ann (Susan) (VI) Grant, b. Westmoreland Co., Pas; 1793. Her 
norents moved in 1799 to New Columbiana Co,, Ohio that was then 
part of the Western Territory; in 1804, moved to Portage Co., on 
she Western Reserve. In 1820, the family removed to Point Pleas- 
ant on the Ohio River, in Clearmont Co. 


The members of the Mitchell-Gifford family have an ancestry of 
several nationalities of freedom loving peoples. They have been 
persons of decision; frugal, forthright, and fearless in the ex- 
pression of their convictions. Among them are found many business 
and professional men and women, A great many have reached dis- 
tinction in their chosen field of endeavor, 
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DESCENDANTS OF GILES JACOB GIFFORD (1) 
and 


MARY JANE MITCHELL GIFFORD 


Giles Jacob Gifford Mary Jane Mitchell 
Dec. 2, 1847, at NePralies Ohio, Huron Co, 
bs Sept. 23, 1825, in Erie be Dec. 26, 1830 


Coy, Ne-Y¥s -25 miles 
south of Buffalo, 


iwUct, oO, 1872; 4n d. Dec, 27, 1920, at Chula 
Livineston Co,., Mo, Livingston Co,, Io. 
"oon are buried in Ward Cemetery near Farmersville, Mo. 
Childrens 
George Alvin Gifford Victoria Lucretia Crawford 
July 2, 1876, in Meets) Kansas 
b, Feb. 2, 1849, in Ohio d. Dec. 9, 1887, in Cedar 
Coe; hk AOe 
Kimina Ladorany Gifford Me J. Wesley Ware 


Aug; Ss 1879 
be March 5, 1851, in Ohio 
Both are buried in Emporia, Kansas 


Charles Minor Gifford Mariah Jane Lukens 
Feb. 25, "187 , 
be Oct. 25, 1692, in Ohio 
de June 20, 1911, at de May 14, 1890 
Liberal, Mo. 
Both are buried in Mulberry, Kansas 


Sylvia Cornish Gifford me Orange L. Casebeer 
Sept. 6, 1881, near Farmersville, Mo. 
bs Nov, 135 1554, ‘in be Sept. 22, 1854, in 
Williams Co,., Ohio DeKalb Co., Butler, Ind. 
de Sept. 15; 1949, in dé Dec. oy 1931; in Chula, 
Livingston Co,, Mo, Mos 


Both are buried in the May Cemetery, near Chula, Mo. 
Florence acre Giicora. a Cornelius H,. Ennie 
Bent, 3, 1884, ch "Ste Joseph, Mo. 
b. Nove 19, 1865 in 
Livingston Co., Mo, 
d. In Wis, (Darlington) 
October, 1938 
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I, Family of Gecrge Alvin Gifford (2) 
and 


Victoria L,. Crawford Gifford 
Children: 


Florence Gifford b. 1878. Married and had one son.She died 
in lfontana, 


Lucretia Gifford b. 1880 d. March 24, 1938, in Los Angeles 
Calif. Married Joseph Somo. No children, 


Harry Gifford b. Sept. 19, 1883, in Butler Co,, Kansasi Ml. 
Oct. 3, 1903 Ollie Hawk(b. April 27, 1884, in Stone Co, Mo,) 


Earl Gifford b,. 1885 ad, Unmarried, 


Hazel Aline Gifford b. Dec. 1, 1887 Adopted by Barber family 
in infancy. Married Feb. 15, 1908 Otto Bruhn (b. Sept. 8, 
1877 d. Feb. 24, 1954) 


Children of Harry Gifford (9) 
and 
Ollie Hawk Gifford 


Hazel b,. Sept. 7, 1905 m,. Roy Hance 

Josephine b. Sept. 1, 1907 d, Feb. 3, 1910 

Everette b. Jan. 26, 1910 (Twin) m,. Ruby Goodman 1930 
Eva Gifford b,. Jan, 26, 1910 (Twin) m, Floyd Swadley 

July 5, 1928 : 

Verna Gifford b. July 28, 1914 m, Ben Cooksey Dec.25, 1931 
Fay Gifford b. June 10, 1924 d. Jane 9, 1947 


Children of Everette Gifford (30) 
Ruby RecanAine trod 
Bob Gifford b. May 15, 1931 
Children of Eva (Gifford) (31) 
Floyd Roadie 


Verba Swadley b. June 11, 1937 m, Dean Allen Aug. 245 1955 
No children, 


Children of yarns Gifford (32) 
an 
Ben Cooksey 
Ben Cooksey, Jr. be Auge 9, 1938 
Donnie Cooksey b. Dec. 2, 1940 
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Children of Bob Gifford (61) and ___? 
97. Michael Gifford b. Apr. 19, 1957 
Children of Hazel Gifford (11) 
Otto deere cowahed uf 


34, Otto Henry Bruhn II b, Jan. 28, 1909 m May 27, 1933 Carolyn 
Genoa Snyders (b,. Nov, 10, 1909} 


Children of Otto Henry Bruhn II (34) 
and ) 
Carolyn Genoa Snyders Bruhn 


65. Joan Carol Bruhn b. Aug. 19, 1934 m. May 1, 1954 to Donald 
D, Wilkinson (b. Sept. 16, 1930) 
66, Thomas Henry Bruhn b,. June 15, 1937 


Children of Joan C, Bruhn (65) 
Donald eagere epee 
98. Donna Louise Wilkinson b. Aug. 13, 1955 
II, Family of Elmina Ladorany Gifford (3) 1851-1948 
J. Wesley wens 1853-1940 


12, Elmer Gifford Ware b. Nov. 29, 1882 d. Dec. 21, 1942 
Buried in Emporia, Kansas, 


i, .a0c1 G. Ware bs Decay 13, 1664 


Children of Elmer Gifford Ware (12) 
anda © 
Grace Higgins Ware 


35. Elmer Gifford Ware, Jr. b. July 27, 1927 d. Mar, 5, 1948 
Killed in Motorcycle Accident Sergeant in the Air Force 


III, Family of Charles Minor Gifford (4) 
7 and — 
Mariah Jane Lukens Gifford 


14. Mary Gifford b. Jan. 5, 1878 m,. Charles Stubbs No children 


15. Martha Gifford b, Sept. 19, 1680 d, Feb. 26, 1945 m Carl 
Way No children 


16. Treca Lukens Gifford b. Jan, 18, 1883 m, Karl King Kleiser, 
Nove 25, 1905 
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Orm Bartlett Gifford b,. 13885 d, 1903 Unmarried. Buried in 
Mulberry, Kansas 


Bessie Gifford b. May 24, 1887 m, Anton Goranson from Swe- 
den (b. 1892 d,. 1920) No children 


Jay Gifford b. 1890 m. wife died. No children. Lived in 
U elif € 


Children of Treca Lukens Gifford (16) 
and 
Karl King Kleiser 


Joseph Charles Kleiser b,. m, Catherine Comerlo, Mar, 29, 
1929, No children 

Dorothy Kathryn Kleiser b. m, Raymond Harrison Lane, June 
29, 1926 


Children of Dorothy Kathryn Kleiser (37) 
and ~ 
Raymond Harrison Lane 


Mylrae Lane b. m, Wally Rundle, Sept. 1948 
Roxan Treca Lane b, 1945 


Children of Mylrae Lane (67) 
and 
Wally Rundle 
Timothy Lane Rundle 
Robin Kay Rundle b. Sept. 28, 1956 
Jill Renne Rundle be Aug. 25, 1957 
IV. Family of Sylvia Cornish Gifford (5) 
and — 
Orange L. Casebeer 


ivnest Garfield Casebeer bs. Oct. 23, 1882, in Grundy Co., 
“0e Ge Apr. 6, 1917 Livingston Cos, Mo, Unmarried 


Laurence Simpson Casebeer b,. Aug, 26, 1884, in Grundy Co., 
Moe de June 10, 1915 Livingston Co., Mo. m, Mar. 23, 1910 
Gladys Cox b. Nov. 1, 1890 

Amy Casebeer b. Feb. 13, 1886, in Livingston Co., Mo. 


Raymond Stanton Casebeer b, Nov. 6, 1888, in Livingston Co. 
Mo. me Mar. 11, 1917 Harrict Lou Hooker be. Nov. 22, 1891 


Wilbur Fiske Casebeer b, July 11, 1890, in Livingston Co., 
Mo. me Dec. 6, 1916 Cecile Brooks b. Jan. 30, 1896 


Jenny Lind Casebeer b. Aug. 31, 1893, in Livingston Co., Mo 
me Octe 22, 1930 Rev. John Walter Kuller b. Jan. 11, 1894 
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Children s- Laurence Simpson Casebeer (21) 
and ~~ 
Cladys Cox Casebeer 


Jenrie Lorene Casebeer b,. Feb, 27, 1913 m. Oct. 6, 1935 
Winston Flentje 


Children of Jennie Lorene Casebeer (38) 
and 
Winston Flentje 


Laurence Franklin Flentje b. Aug. 1, 1938 
William Winston b. Feb. 5, 1943 


Children of Raymond Stanton Casebeer (23) 
and 
Harriet Lou Hooker 


David Hooker Casebeer b, Oct, 14, 1918 d. Sept. 7, 1920 
Buried in May Cemetery, near Chula, Mo, 

Lawrence Eugene Casebeer b, Apr. 23, 1920, in Howard Co., 
Mo. d. Apr. 11, 1928 Buried in May Cemetery 

Oran Taylor Casebeer b. Sept, 12, 1921, in Howard Co., Mo. 
me Auge 7, 1948 Ruth Elizabeth Wilcox (b. Nov. 20, 1920 at 
Interlaken, N. Y,) 

cohn Stanton Casebeer b. Apr. 1, 1923 m. Auge 22, 1945 at 
laiusas City, Marsue Alexander b. June 25, 1925 

Mary Ruth Casebeer b. July 18, 1924, near New Franklin, 
Howard Co., Mo. m,. David Arthur Nelson, Aug. 17, 1951, at 
Mill Valley, Calif. 

Margaret Elizabeth Casebeer b,. May 5, 1927, near New Frank- 
lin, in Howard Co,, Mo. 
Charles Rice Casebeer b. Sept. 29, 1928, in Howard Co., Mo. 
near New Franklin 


Children of John Stanton Casebeer (42) 
ner ¥ 
Marsue Alexander Casebeer 


Cynthia Sue Casebeer b. Sept. 25, 1957 
Children of Mary Ruth Casebeer (43) 
David ieee Nelson 
Carl Prentiss Nelson b. Oct, 25, 195k in Calif, 
Children of Wilbur Fiske Casebeer (24) 
Cecil Pines bewrsbupe 


Donald b. Nov. 17, 1917 d. Infant 
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Woodsen Brooks Casebeer b. Dec. 5, 1918 d. Nov. 13, 1949 
Buried at Trenton, Mo, 

Naomi Isabel Casebeer b. July 23, 1920 d. Feb. 28, 1951 

me William Lamb, July 27, 1940. No children, Buried at 
Trenton, Mo, 

Anabel Casebeer b. Aug, 23, 1922 m, Hobert Engle, May 5,1951 
Dwight Foch Casebeer b. Dec. 15, 1925 m, Louise Lovell, 

May 11, 1947 


Children of Annabel Casebeer (49) 
and 


| Hobert Engle 432'°77014 
Linda Maria Engle b. Mar, 28, 1953, in Portland, Oregon 


Children of Dwight F. Casebeer (50) 
and 
Louise Lovell 


Dwight Ray Casebeer b. Apr. 23, 194.8 


Children of Jenny Lind Casebeer (25) 
and 
John Walter Kuller 


cohn Wesley Kuller b, June 20, 1932, in Montana. m. June 20 
1°51 Patricia Walen (b. June 22, 1929) 

Vary Kathryn Juller b. Apr. 16, 1935, in Montana. m,. Oct. 
22>, 1958, in Calif, Roy Throckmorton 


Children of John Wesley Kuller (51) 
and 
Patricia Walen Kuller 


LaRene Dee Kuller b. Dec. 19, 1953, in Montana 


Vi Family of Florence May Gifford (6) 
and 
Cornelius H,. Ennis 


William Ennis b. m, 
Gladys Ennis b. June 14, 1892 m, Thomas Howe 


Children of Gladys Ennis (27) 
and Thomas Howe 


Thomas b. 1917 nm, Has 4 girls at Neerah, Wis. 

Don be 1920 mm, Has 2 girls and 1 boy 

Marion b. 1922 m, Dr. Joel J, Holmes Has 1 girl and l boy 
Rosemary b. 1923 m. Wm A. Lansing Has 2 girls and 1 boy 
Audrey b. 1930 mm, Dr. 

Audrey is a speech therapeutist. 
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"THE GIFFORD'S CAME WEST" 


Up in the Great Lakes region spring thaw comes late and it 
was in mid April, 1865, that the Giles Gifford family set forth 
on frozen roads to make a new home in the West. We had a cover- 
ed wagon with essentials for cooking and camping on the way - a 
water barrel was fastened to the side of the wagon - trunks and 
wooden boxes were placed in the bottom of the wagon containing 
clothing, a few keepsakes, seeds, tools, etc. for the new home, 
~eacing was placed on top of this. Besides my Mother and Father, 
there were four of us childrens; George, Charles, Elmina, and 
oviviae The three women slept in the wagon, the men on the ground. 
4...0%% with the wagon we drove 675 sheep. Father had a good team 
of horses and an extra pony for George, our scout, to ride. 

Travel was slow of course. The sheep were allowed to graze and we 
had to get them to water, a creek or smaller stream, every eve. 

We stopped at or near a village store to get food for ourselves 
and the team while the flock grazed on the open plains. My two 
older brothers did most of the herding, but sister Elmina and I 
1elped when needed, My Mother would say, "Ilany hands make light 
work", Cooking and carrying water was the big item when we camped 
for the night. One day while at the spring to get water we met 
twin girls about my own age, We talked with them and they said 
they would meet us there the next day. On the way next morning 
Mina said, "Can you tell the twins apart, Myrtle from Maria?" 
"Yes, Myrtle had a tear in her right sleeve." 


A boy we saw there teased my brother Charles about his red 
hair, He said, "Jerry Simpsons come to town, one sock up and one 
sock down," 


In Illinois we stopped at a convenient place to shear the 
Sheep, This was done by hand and was hard work. We were there 
three weeks, The wool was sent to Chicago to be sold. The price 
of wool was low after the war, While it was in storage there, a 
fire broke out in the building and the wool was burned. Father 
went to Chicago to see if anything was left of it, but it was a 
‘ctal loss, There was no insurance, 


it was during this delay that we got word that President 
*Sneoln had been assassinated, three weeks after it happened. 
uosher and Father were very sad when they got the news. 


Finally we broke camp and continued westward. We crossed 
the Mississippi River on a ferry boat. Nothing exciting happened 
to us, but one sheep jumped overboard and was drowned. 


Now, in Missouri, my Father began to look for an improved 
farm. He finally found a beautiful place in Livingston County. 
It had a two room frame house, a small field fenced in with a 
rail fence, and beside the house was a dug well, a cistern about 
30 ft. deep, plenty of water for home use, In low moist places 
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prairie grass grew tall, sometimes tall enough to hide a man on 
horseback, On the hills and around the house blue grass was nat- 
ive, no weeds. There was only one spot of bare ground that was 
the place where the people before us poured out their butter-milk, 
About a mile West was a timbered tract of land with a creek that 
provided water for the sheep, They lay in the shade during the 
heat of day. It was Charles and I who took the sheep to Honey 
Creek each morning and brought them back when the sun was low, 
letting them graze as we went. I sure did dread that daily trip, 
especially as autumn came and the mornings were frosty. I remem- 
ber we used to take along a short piece of board to stand on; we 
would run a few yards than stop and stand on the board to warm our 
S..0-8. I took along a hymn book and my New Testement so I could 
re@.orize verses, There was a prizé to be given at our Ward Sunday 
Sc.col for learning the most verses, I got the prize - a Bible 
wacen gilt edges and a clasp. 


It was mid August (Aug. 15, 1865) when we got settled in our 
new home, and how we loved it. We were ten miles from the near- 
est town, Chillicothe, but we were near a stage line, The stage 
brought the mail once a week, when the roads were passable. The 
Post Office, Grassy Creek, was kept in the home of a neighbor 
named Selby about one half a mile away, on the old Chillicothe- 
Trenton road. (This Post Office was later moved to Farmersville) 
Later when the land was surveyed the Range Line 23 W. ran about 
one fourth a mile to the West of our house and along the West 
side of our farm, This is now the Chillicothe-Trenton Road. 
(National Highway 65) 


Osage hedge was set on the property lines for fence, It 
made a good stock fence but required trimming several times a 
year. We also had some rail fence called "Stake and Rider" fence. 
I later thought these were very picturesque, especially in winter 
wien snow covered everything, 


We had an apple orchard and had lots of good apples. I rem- 
ember we picked them and put them into the farm wagon, then early 
the next morning these were taken to Chillicothe to be sold. 
Mother was a good planner so she would plan to have two or tnree 
‘ars of butter and several dozen eggs and anything else that was 
sirplus product to sell at the same time, since a ten mile trip 
<1 a Sorm wagon over rough rutty roads was a long tiresome journeys 


Ve milked 14 COWS, and made butter to sell, Father built an 
ice house and put up ice from a large pond, The ice was packed 
in sawdust, and was used to keep the milk and butter sweet, We 
later built a cellar with a large room over it. We called it the 
cellar-room, One corner was petitioned off for a smoke-house. 

In that we smoked the hams, shouldérs, and side meat after the 
meat had been in strong brine for several weeks, We used hickory 
wood t6 make a smouldering fire under the meat that hung from the 
rafter8S. 
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We raised a biz garden ali kinds of vegetables, some of these 
were dried for winter use, Much of the fruit was dried also, 
Plenty of applebutter, potatoes, pumpkins, apples, squash, and 
onions were stored in the cellar, 


Once I drove a team of oxen all day to harrow the ground in 
preparation for planting because of the need to get on with the 
work, Mother had all of us working at an early age. My sister 
Elmina did the house work, sewing, and a great deal of the cooking, 
I was the outdoor girl. I did the chores, took care of the chick- 
ens, fet the pet lambs, and worked in the garden and flower. 


in the fall we, Mina, Charles, and I went to school in the 
old log Ward Schoolhouse, It stood on the corner of the John Bell 
“aime We walked one and one-half miles across the fields from our 
nce.e every daye In summer the grass was high, in winter we weht 
turough rain and snow, 


One year Mr, Bell taught the school, He inspired us to do 
our best and to be friendly and courteous, He said, "Say Good 
iorning™ when you come into the room, “If no one is here say good 
morning to the stove", I was so eager to be the best speller I 
remember that I went to a cold quiet corner of the school room to 
study my spelling. I soon was able to spell down all the pupils, 
and at contests between other schools, I could also get the prize. 


One November day that first year (1865) we came home and 
found we had a tiny baby sister. How proud we were of her. 
Father named her Florence Mary, but we called her "Pet", and she 
was known by that name all over the neighborhood even after she 
was grown-up. I had the care of Pet a great deal. I carried her 
to Sunday School which was held in the Schoolhouse, Later when 
she was school age I often carried her to school on my back. 


New Providence Church was organized in 1855 but the church 
was not built until 1876. The church was placed very near the 
Ward Schoolhouse, where church services had been held, The church 
has been kept in good condition for one hundred years and is still 
used for services, At this time the School was a subscription 
school, The parents of the children paid a sum per month for each 
ciild who attended the school, Some paid by boarding the teacher. 


My father died in 1872 of a fever, Father never had been 
healthy and strong, I remember one year the Doctor told him to 
leave the’farm and see if he could regain his health. He peddled 
"notions", all summer, he drove a horse hitched to a cart and 
called on farm homes all over the county, He had asthma as did 
the eldest child of each generation in the Gifford line, I remem 
ber my Mother getting up in the night when Father was awakened by 
a seizure of wheezing. She had to heat water to get steam for him 
to inhale to get relief, I recall seeing her go barefooted to 

he woodpile to get fuel to make a quick fire, 
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Many of the eariy settlers had "Asus" a kind of malarial 
fever, They called it the "chilis" because the chills preceeded 
the fever, Some said it was caused by the mould or mildew, on the 
tall prairie grass stems near the ground. As soon as the grass 
was all plowed up there was no more ague, 


Later™ (1874) Mina and I went to the Avalon Academy, which was 
a few miles Southeast of Chillicothé, Then the next year we chang- 
ed to the Normal School for teachers at Kirksville, Mo, Mina went 
home that spring and taught a short subscription school at the 
Ward School, I also taught part of that year then returned to 
Kirksville and finished the course, graduating in 1878. I taught 
for three years altogether, Tolle School, 1874; Center School, 
1877, for 325.00 per month, and Gordenville School for three months 
May to July, I loved to teach and always had a curiosity to learn, 
The many verses, poems, and songs I had stored in my memory were a 
great help and satisfaction to me, 


I was married on September 6, 1881, We lived in Grundy Co., 
for three years, then bought the Gifford homestead in Livingston 
Cc.,y that had been my home for so long. The farm was divided 
a o the heirs. I kept my part and we bought the other four 
S-aivse Here we made our home and reared our children. We rented 
tae farm in 1919 and moved to Chula, 


The above story of Giles Jacob Gifford and his wife, Mary 
Jane l-itchell Gifford was related by Sylvia C, Gifford Casebeer, 
and recorded by Sylviats daughter, Amy Casebeer., Chillicothe, Mo. 
August, 1957-6 


MY PHILOSOPHY 


"Think not my life is little 
Because I have a puny place; 
I have my dreams, 
I have my books, 
A thousand souls have left for me 
Thoughts that transcend both 
time and space, © 
And so I live in Paradise, not here," 


“From "Farmers Wife", Just borrowed but expresses my senti- 
ments, From Sylvia's scrapbook. 
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July llin, 1876 
To Whom This May Concern: 


I the undersigned citizen of School District No, 4 where 
Miss Sylvia C. Gifford taught school for the past three months 
and I recommend her to the community for her good government 
and capability in teaching. 


A. Beckner 
September 12, 1870 
Friend Sylvia: 


I received your letter of the 9th and thank you very kindly 
for its contents. If you will not give me a chance to win your 
affections I hope you will at least grant me the favor of your 
friendship that I prize very highly. Thank you for the honor of 
being in your company as much as I have, for a more refined and 
intelligent lady I have not met with for some time. Perhaps you 
will think I am trying to turn the wheel of flattery, but remem- 
ber, .iss Sylvia, it is not the case. You would only laugh at 
me were I to attempt such a thing. I am only speaking facts for 
i tii your company has been beneficial to me, 


From a suitor of Sylvia's 


Trenton, Mo. December 24, 1877 
Miss Gifford, 


Esteemed friend, 

In reply to yours of the first inst I will say that I think 
delays are very profitable especially in letter writing. Taking 
the Universalist view that your present enjoyment consists wholly 
in anticipation of future enjoyment, therefore the longer we are 
in anticipation of anything we desire the more enjoyment there is 
to be derived from it, An then to receive a letter entirely diff- 
erent in sentiment from what was anticipated renders it so much 
more surprising and amusing and originates new ideas to meditate 
upon in spare moments during the ensueing fortnight. Perhaps you 
will think I am attempting to ridicule but I mean no offense. 

I suppose you will have a happy time during the holidays as 
you say you are expecting your sister and mother to make you a 
visit, and then being in town I suppose you will have plenty of 
places to go for amusement. 


As ever your friend, 


O. L. Casebeer 
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A letter fro. cy Jane Citford (Aged 88) to her daughter, 
Sylvia C. Casebeer and family. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Jan, 10, 1918 


My Dear Children One and All: 


I was sitting by the window watching it snow. Some 
times I could not see across the street, In the court 
it is piled up 3 ft. and still piling. New Years day it 
s~owed so hard they could not get men enough to keep the 
streets clean, They used all the auto-trucks available 
and dumped it in the river, 

I must tell you about the surprise I received from 
-inay New Years morning just before the blizzard, eight 
otclock, she sent a 5 lb. sack of sausage, some tender- 
loin, and some butter in all ten pounds, I was glad to 
get it fresh from the farm not cold storage. The butter 
you sent lasted until that she sent came. I tell you 
they were both fine, I enjoyed it on warm bread. 

How are the boys? I guess they are living up to the 
Scripture. Christ said, "Leave Father and Mother and 
cleave to his wife", I think they are doing that for I 
haven't heard from either one for a long, long time. 

Florence is busy in the store, she cannot get much 
help so is obliged to do more than she should. She will 
sell as soon as she gets someone to buye I hope she 
does, That will let me out. 

How are your feelings about the war? Will the boys 
be drafted? Here they will draft the old men 40, I am 
afraid they will take all the able bodied men. It makes 
me sad to think they all go and so few will come back, 
No talk but war. i 

I will close hoping some news from some of you soon. 


I am as ever 
Your Mother, 
M. J. Gifford 


A letter from George A, Gifford to his Mother and sisters 
ac Farmersville, Mo. 
Wichita, Kansas 
Sept. 3, 1876 


We saw a Sight last Thursday never to be forgotten, 
The grasshoppers came like a dense black cloud with a 
noise in the air like 10,000 swarms of bees, only a few 
lit down here. The balance went about 12 miles South- 
east on Spring Creek, but they are coming back today, 
looking in the sky like thistle down, 
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A BIRTHDAY GREETING TO GRANDMOTHER 


As time keeps moving round and round, 
In its encircling way, 

Whenever it completes its course 
There comes a new birthday. 


The three score ten has long since past, 
And four scores gone béfore; 

King Providence still smiling on 

The milestones, eighty four, 


| 
| 
Accept this greeting, from your friends, 
Of love and friendship free, — 
Your cup of joy may it be full; 
And blessings given thee, 


You have stood the storms of many years, 
With courage strong and true, 

WE trust that there will still be more 
Yet given unto you, 


As down the stream of life you glide 
Toward the setting sun, 

May your days be full of joy and peace 
With the race so nearly run, 


| 
No doubt you've had your share of care, 

Of toil and sorrow too, 

Yet, trusting in a guiding hand 

That brought you safely thru. 


Then when your task on earth is done, 
The Master calls, "Come home"; 
With time and talents well improved, 


The Lord shall say, "Well done", 
Written by 0. L. Casebeer (Son-in-law) | 
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EARLY REMEMBRANCES IN OHIO OF SYLVIA GIFFORD 


My first or earliest remembrance was our move from Stryker, 
Ohio, to Bryan, Ohio, in William's County. I was two and one 
half years old. Mother set me down by a rose bush near the door 
yard gate while she finished putting the last things into the 
wagon, This was verified years later by my Mother; therefore, I 
did remember it. 


While we were at this home near Bryan the Civil War broke 
out. The women met at our house in the afternoons to make band- 
ages for the soldiers. We children raveled out cloth - any kind 
of material - to make pads to staunch the blood of wounds. 


lly Mother read the war news to the women while they worked. 
I recall hearing discussions of Fugitive Slave Laws, About this 
tine "Uncle Tom's Cabin" was written by Harriett B. Stowe. All 
were aizzious to read it so Mother read it to the women as they 
worked. le were much opposed to slavery. My Father was a Quaker 
and tre Quakers did not believe in war, So he helped the anti- 
Slavery cause by participating in "the under-ground railroad". 
Our house was near a railroad. In the evenings Father went to the 
Station and if he saw a Negro he would walk past the Negro and 
give his coat-tail a pull. That meant he was a friend and could 
foliow him home. He hid the run-a-way slave and next morning he 
gave hin Food and aided him on his way to the next town. He told 
ne Slave to get into the wagon, cover up with hay and Father 
‘v2 oviside of town so he would not be discovered by fugitive 
Siove uunters, Secret understandings had been established between 
oi-slavery men from town to town and slaves were secretly passed 
Long Lrom one protector to another as far as Canada, 


ff) eer 


OF 


One thing Mother treasured was a wooden box made by my father 
soon after they were married, It was a work of Art, The corners 
were dove-tailed together, a shallow tray was fitted into the top 
of the box and a small lock mortised into the hinged lid. When we 
moved to Missouri, Mother put the family Bible into this box. (The 
Bible, a farewell gift from the Quaker Church in Williams County, 
Ohio, contained the family records, which was very helpful in 
compiling this genealogy. 
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fY RECOLLECTIONS OF MOTHER (MARY JANE MITCHELL GIFFORD) 


The motto on the coat of arms of the Mitchells (of Scotland) 
is "He is wise who is assiduous", 


This was Mother's habits of life: She was constant in appli- 
cation, persevering, dilligent, and devoted. She was also optimi- 
stic, and had a sense of humor, 


She lived with Florence in Milwaukee a great deal of the time 
after she left the farm but she visited each of us children once 
a year, After brother Charles was léft a widower with six small 
children, she went to see them at Liberal, Mo., each year. She 
always brought material to make clothes for them. Once she brought 
in a dressmaker and made winter and spring clothes for all the 
children, She was always considerate and helpful wherever she went. 


Years after she left the farm a former neighbor told this 
story. "At fourteen years of age I was left to support my Mother 
and Father, who were blind. We needed a cow but I had no money, 
I as:ed lirs, Gifford to sell me a cow and promised to pay later. 
She said, "Pick out the cow you want." I paid her $14.00 later, 
Another neighbor gave me a start in raising hogs," 


Some of Mother's sayings that she lived by were: "Where 
there's a will therets a way.", "Make hay while the sun shines", 
many “ands make light work", "Plain food and fruit is the best 
r .cicinat™, "Clever people never get in the way". 


She had a keen mind and a curiosity to know about new events 
ori scientific inventions. She liked to travel, so she went sight 
c zing alone to places that interested her in the city. 


She had had little formal education but she read the daily 
newspaper and kept up with the times, When the system of writing 
was changed in the public schools she got a book and learned the 
new system, She was over 70 years old at that time. She went to 
the public library to read and find out about things that espec- 
ially interested her. Once she wanted a recipe for Christmas Plum 
Pudding, She went to a library and found it. She was well versed 
in the scriptures and also national affairs. 


Mother liked to wear good clothes. Some thought she was 
proud because she was always well dressed, neat, and immaculate, 
She stood and sat erect at all times; Her beautiful auburn hair 
became white early in life and she always kept it curled, She 
wore a stylish little velvet bonnet, with a bit of bright colored 
trimming, It was held in place with ties of black ribbon, Her 
clothes were well chosen, fitting her age and position in life. 
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SOURCES FCR THIS BOOK 
We gratefully acknowledge the following sources for this book: 


Records and letters of Elmina L. Gifford Ware (3) and Sylvia 
Cornisi Gifford Casebeer (5 

Records from Giles Jacob Gifford (1) Bible 

(id family letters of Amanda (Mrs, John) Gifford, George A. 
“-°*ford (2) and Mary Jane Gifford 

Recent letters from Harry Gifford (9) Mary Stubbs (14) Hazel 
-.iu2, Mabel Ware (13) and Treca Kleiser (1 

References from early ancestry of "Mitchell and Davis Family 
Records" by J, Montgomery Seaver, also for the coat-of-arms and 
extracts from "The Mitchell Medley" 


Davis Ancestry: 
Essex Institue, Salem, Mass, Roxbury Vital Records 
Compiled by Wm, Bushby 
J. Montgomery Seaver, Davis Family Records, I, 117, p.23 (JMS) 


Gifford Ancestry: 
Daniels, A. E. 
Gifford Ancestry, proved by wills (Wl), marriage records with 
parents names (pm), removal certificates (RC), Vital statistics 
Hotters, “Emigration to America" (HE) 
Correspondence with Ellis Gifford and Mrs. Clinte Newman 


Grant Ancestry; 
Ussex Institute, Salem, Mass. Records compiled by Wm, Bushby 
Genealogy of the Descendants of Matthew Grant 
New England General Register 
Savage General Directory 
Records from Archives and Museum, Montgomery, Ala. 


Jennev /neestrys 
Clerk, Bertha W. Jenney Manuscript (BWC) 
.csex Institute, Salem, Mass. Records compiled by Wm. Bushby 
(..) Layflower Descendants 
Correspondence with Helen Jenne (HJ) 


.itehell Ancestry: 
Esséx Institute, Salem, Mass. Records compiled by Wm, Bushby 
"History of Woodbury, Conn." by Bushby 
Early American Families, by Cutler 
Heads of Families, lst Census (1790) 
Early Directory of Buffalo, N. Y., (1828) 
Seaver, Mitchell Records lk. 126-Matthew Mitchell, p.25 (JMS) 


‘ Vital Records: (D) Dartmouth; (F) Falmouth, (L) Little Comp- 
ton; (P) Plymouth; (Po) Portsmouth; (R) Rochester, Mass.; (N) 
New Bedford; (W) Westport; (gs) gravestone; (mi) marriage intent- 
ion; (pm) parents names recorded on marriage record. 
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Present Genealogy Completed, June, 1959, 
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Susanne Marie Nelson, b. July 23, 1959, daughter of David A, 
and Mary Ruth (Casebeer) Nelson, 
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